
The Barnabas Initiative for Hispanic Ministry Development
was born during a season of diligently seeking the Lord in
prayer, dreaming, and putting together a solid Hispanic
leadership strategy.

Bailando before the
Lord

Music and baile (dance) are
very important elements of
Hispanic culture. Hispanic
people dance at birthday
parties, baptisms, weddings --
any chance they get, they
dance. I am bailando (dancing)
before the LORD for His very
generous provision for my
ministry through the Antioch
Fund for Church Multiplication.

The Antioch Fund for Church Multiplication awards $50,000 or $100,000 grants.
The purpose of the grants is to provide resources for churches, presbyteries,
church planting networks and others who lead in church planting to establish
growing church planting ecosystems, with the goal of sending more PCA church
planters into the fields which are ripe for harvest. The Barnabas Initiative for
Hispanic Ministry Development was born during a season of diligently seeking the
Lord in prayer, dreaming, and putting together solid Hispanic leadership
development proposals to submit to the Antioch Fund for Church Multiplication. The
Barnabas Initiative is a comprehensive long-term strategy to see the total annual
number of Hispanic PCA church planters grow in a self-perpetuating way. The
strategy is composed of three levels: Barnabas Initiative International, Barnabas
Initiative National, and Barnabas Initiative Youth. Each level complements the others
and contributes to a healthy leadership development pipeline which will greatly
accelerate our church planting efforts.

I felt like the winner of the Dancing with the Stars competition when two of my
Barnabas Initiative projects were approved in December! Just like King David in, 2
Samuel 6:14, danced before the Lord with all his might as he was bringing the ark of
God from the house of Obed-edom to the city of David, I am bailando (dancing)
before the LORD with all my might for this amazing provision. The first $50,000
grant was awarded for a Hispanic church in Texas to call a Director of Leadership
Development. The second $50,000 grant was awarded for the Florida Church
Planting Network to hire a Hispanic Ministry Facilitator. I will be working very closely
with these two men, over the next three years, to provide them with coaching,
encouragement, and all the resources they need to fulfill their call. These two
ministries have the potential to add 27 new ministerial candidates to our existing
pipeline, which means, in three years we will more than double the number of
Hispanic men preparing for the gospel ministry in the PCA.

As if that were not enough, the Antioch Fund is accepting more project proposals!
At a feverish pace, with great excitement, I’m working on three more projects to
submit to the Antioch Fund for Church Multiplication before March 18. The impact
on the number of Hispanic leaders, if my other three projects are approved, will be
exponential. However, even if not all three are approved, you’ll still find me bailando
(dancing) before the LORD. I’m convinced that the Barnabas Initiative for Hispanic
Ministry Development is the best way to reach the large and growing Hispanic
Harvest in the USA.
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Praying for Daniel Yang's ministry at his ordination
service.

Bailando to celebrate
God’s faithfulness

One of the first things you notice
about me when you meet me is that
I don’t have much hair. That was not
always the case! I had a full head of
hair when I started working as a
youth pastor at Christ Covenant
Church in South Florida. I blame the
loss of my hair to a rowdy group of
teenagers who feasted on a new
and inexperienced youth pastor.

We laughed, cried, learned, fought, ministered, and did life together. I was delighted
when the Lord called one of my main youth group tormenters, Jordan Lorow, to the
gospel ministry in the PCA!

Jordan graduated from LAMP Theological seminary, passed all the trials of
ordination, and was ordained on November 22, 2015 at Christ Covenant Church. I
was part of the commission to install Jordan and my heart danced (bailo) the entire
time as I reflected on God’s amazing faithfulness to call gifted men to lead his
people. I was also part of a commission to install Daniel Yang, a second generation
Korean, as church planter in residence and co-pastor at Crosspoint-Encunetro
church in Smyrna, GA. Crosspoint-Encunetro church is a relatively small, but highly
missional multicultural church. I found myself once again bailando (dancing) during
his commissioning service as I treasured in my heart how the Lord, as Head of the
Church, provides such good and diverse gifts to lead his people. Please pray for the
ministries of these two men and for many more leaders.

Jordan and I during the Youth group
years.

 

Ordination service of pastor Jordan Lorow!
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Debbie and I ministering to my father-in-law.

The theme of our Convocation is Church Leadership and
our goal is to inspire, inform, and equip ordained and non-
ordained leaders.

Hernando, Debbie, Sarah and Nico Sáenz

Not everything made me
bailar

My father-in-law lost his battle with
stomach cancer on December 30, 2015.
He passed on the hospital bed, which
had been a permanent fixture in his
living room for three months. He was
surrounded by his wife, Lana, my wife,
Debbie and I, and our two kids, Keith
and Nicholas. All of us knew that day
was coming, but it did not make the painful blow that death brought to us any easier
to absorb. It was especially hard for us since my father-in-law did not make a
profession of faith after hearing the gospel many times. His funeral was officiated by
a female rabbi, who gave much credence to the goodness of man and the virtue of
living your life to its fullest. How is that even possible without the gospel? What hope
is there in life and death without Jesus? My heart did not dance (no bailo) that day.
There was too much pain for dancing.

We deeply appreciate all your prayers, love, and support for us during that very
difficult battle. Please continue to pray for our family as we re-engage in our busy
lives. Also, pray for people to turn from their sins to Jesus and find the salvation of
their souls. In the end, that is all that really matters.

Prayer and praises
▪ The Hispanic Ministries
Convocation scheduled for
March 4-5, 2016. Pray for it to
edify and encourage all the
participants.
▪ My two Spanish LAMP
students successfully completed
their second course! Their third
course, the doctrine of God,
begins in March.
▪ The Spanish LAMP web site is
up and running! Check it out:
www.seminariolamp.org

▪ I will be traveling to Chattanooga, Greenville, Richmond, Fredericksburg, Raleigh,
Charlotte, Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, Orlando, Houston, and Birmingham to present
Barnabas Initiative projects to local churches and church planting networks. My goal
is to have three solid proposals ready for the Antioch Fund to consider by March 18.
Pray for the Lord to grant wisdom and guidance during this process.
▪ My ministry is growing steadily. Lives are being transformed, ministries are
growing, and people are maturing in their faith. The number of donors and churches
who are partnering with me to reach Hispanics in the USA with the gospel of grace is
steadily increasing. It would only take $600 per month for my ministry to be fully
funded. Please join me in asking the Lord, if it is His will, to provide that relatively
small amount by the end of this year.
▪ Email me if you wish to receive an overview of the Barnabas Initiative for Hispanic
Ministry Development.

Gracias
Thank you for your friendship, your
prayers, your commitment to us and
your financial support.

We cannot imagine being without any of
these good gifts!
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Financial Contributions

Your financial support is needed! You can make a tax-deductible contribution to
MNA’s Hispanic American Ministries at www.pcamna.org. You can also mail
contributions, made payable to Mission to North America, to: Mission to North
America, P.O. Box 890233 Charlotte, NC 28289-0233. Designate: Hispanic
American Ministries.
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